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SYNOPSIS

Neighbors, youngsters and unemployed workers chat 
inside a bar between cigarettes, breakasts and snacks. 
They remember unusual dreams, share job stories
and plan future projects. The bar is located in the city of 
Cartagena, in the southeast of Spain. As the day goes on, 
the riots from the industrial crisis of 1992 are heard
more and more closely.
In 1992 in Spain the Barcelona Olympic Games and the 
Seville Expo were held, linked to the celebration of the 
5th Centenary of the Discovery of America. The country is 
presented to the international community as a modern, 
developed and dynamic country. Meanwhile in Cartagena, 
the protests because of the crisis became increasingly 
violent and would result in a mass uprising that culminate 
in the burning of the parliament of the Autonomous 
Community.



Cartagena 92

After months of tension over the closures of

companies in the naval, mining and chemical sector,

on February 3 Carlos Collado, president of the

Autonomous Community, appears to explain the

transfer of land obtained by requalifications of

doubtful legality and for which months later he will

have to resign from his position.

That morning the workers protested at the doors of

the assembly. The demonstration was harshly

repressed by the police, which caused all city

workers and university students to go outside. A

pitched battle began throughout the city that ended

with the launch of molotov cocktails and the regional

parliament fire in the afternoon.

Surprisingly some facts of a symbolic character as

forceful as the burning of a parliament also occurred

in the same year of 92 at the Seville Expo and the

Olympic Games in Barcelona. Both have been

forgotten by almost the entire population.



Director’s note.

I was born in the city of Murcia although I have lived in Madrid
since I was eighteen. A large part of my childhood was spent
visiting my paternal grandparents, who had ended up living in
Cartagena for employment reasons. Cartagena is a military
port which has rivalled the capital for a thousand years.
When I was seven years old, we spent a day in class colouring a
stencil of the recently inaugurated brand new regional
parliament. Its eclectic architecture was striking for the time
and all the children enjoyed painting the stencil with garish
colours. It was new and attractive and represented the
maturity of Murcia as a Community deserving a Statute of
Autonomy. The effigy of the façade was stamped on my mind
while I was colouring it in. This is why I specially remember the
day it was burned. At the time I was eleven and, like all of
society, I was overcome with enthusiasm for the events of

1992, the year in which Spain was presented as a brand new
modern country before the international community. I
remember seeing the inauguration of the Olympic Games and
feeling part of a future world economic power, as the news
readers were saying .
In these last years of crisis, the image of a parliament burning
came back to mind now that the Congress of Deputies has been
surrounded by fencing and police for months. When I asked my
father or mother or my family in Murcia how they experienced
the burning of the parliament of our region in the neighbouring
city – the city where my grandparents lived- they looked at me
questioningly. What was I talking about exactly? What year did I
say this happened? Was I sure I did not invent this? For me the
burning of the autonomous parliament was the other side of
1992.
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